[Participation of angiotensin II in the establishment of negative emotional reactions].
In waking rats and rabbits systemically injected angiotensin II was shown to participate predominantly in the mechanisms of negative emotional reactions. The effects of angiotensin II were observed at the behavioural level as well as at the neuronal one. Depending on the dose and the time of injection of angiotensin II and its specific antagonist saralasin they inhibited or facilitated elaboration and extinction of automatized conditioned active avoidance independently of arterial, pressure changes, the pain threshold being altered. Injection of angiotensin II abolished individual behavioural reactions of the animals in response to stress factors and increased their resistability to emotional stress. The negative emotional reactions were found to induce changes of chemosensitivity of neurones of the parafascicular complex of the medial thalamus and the midbrain reticular formation during microionophoretic application of angiotensin II. A supposition is made about the increase of angiotensin II brain synthesis under conditions of emotional stress.